
Assembly – Honesty – myfishbites.com 
INTRO 
 
How honest do you think you are? Are you someone who tells the truth or do you 
try to see what you can get away with by lying? 
 
Fraud Facts 
 

 
 
The word 'Fraud" means "wrongful or criminal deception intended to result in 
financial or personal gain." So it's basically about doing wrong things (like 
stealing) to get money or get things. 
 
According to the Annual Fraud Indicator, UK businesses and organisations are 
losing an estimated £190 billion every year to fraud. Fraud is now the UK’s most 
common criminal offence. IN fact the problem is so great that the amount lost to 
fraud by the UK is actually a greater amount of money than the Gross Domestic 
product of 148 countries! Private sector fraud was £140 billion and £40.4 billion 
was lost in the public sector in 2017. Individuals lost £6.8 billion and charities lost 
£2.3 billion. Online fraud is increasing with banking fraud up 226% and telephone 
banking fraud up 178% from the previous year. 

Procurement fraud equates to a staggering £121.4 billion. Payroll fraud cost £12.7 
billion. Financial fraud increased by £2 billion, while general insurance had the 
largest percentage of fraud of £2.8 billion. 

The vast majority of those stealing and committing fraud do it simply to get more 
for themselves - being greedy. It's not done because they are poor. In fact this 
kind of crime robs money and resources from the poor. 

Sources: http://uopnews.port.ac.uk/2017/11/15/uk-foots-190bn-annual-fraud-
bill/ and https://www.experian.co.uk/blogs/latest-thinking/identity-and-
fraud/fraud-costing-uk-more-than-190bn-released-annual-fraud-indicator/ 
(accessed January 2019) 

  



Three Experiments to see how honest people are 
 

 
 
1 - A test many years ago placed some money in a telephone box. (Yes, it's true - 
people haven't always had mobile phones! Amazing huh?!) People using the 
telephone box who took the money and walked away had an actor come up to 
them and ask if they had found any money in the telephone box. Most people said 
no. The people running the experiment did the same thing again but when the 
person left the telephone box, the person who asked if they'd found any money 
just lightly touched their arm as they asked the question. Most people said yes 
they had found some money and gave it back! 
 
2 - In another test in the USA, a large sum of money was put on a sidewalk. Most 
people took the money for themselves. Each time they were stopped by someone 
who was part of the team running the experiment. Around 8 in 10 people took the 
money for themselves. Each time, the person who took the money was asked by 
the experiment team why they had walked off with the money. In almost every 
case, the person said it' was because they thought no-one was watching them. So 
they took the money because they thought they would get away with it. 
 
3 - The final experiment was done by Newcastle University where they put an 
honesty box next to people when having drinks. An honesty box is where people 
are encouraged to put in the money for an item instead of paying for it. The 
experiment found that when they put a picture of a pair of eyes on the honesty 
box, people paid three times as much money into the honesty box. 
 

 



True Story 
 

 
 
On one trip to Canada, I got my money exchanged in a Canadian bank. I took too 
much money with me and didn't realise until the day before I went home that they 
had given me way too much money. Instead of giving me some $10 bills, they'd 
actually given me $100 dollar bills. So the next day on the way to the airport (and 
against the advice of my friend!) I went back to the bank and gave them the money 
and they exchanged it. The manager of the bank was speechless, before hugging 
me and giving me a lollipop as a reward. They wanted to do more but I had a 
plane to catch! I don't regret doing this at all. You can never lose out in the end by 
doing what is right. 
 
Better To Give Than Receive (or Steal!) 
 
Undercover Boss - Feel Good Fridays: Tanna Is An Inspiration 
a>, or enable JavaScript if it is disabled in your browser.</div></div> 
Direct YouTube Link - https://youtu.be/wd5wovSxa18 
 
 
The Bible 
 

 
 
God said to his people this, "Use honest scales and honest weights, an honest 
ephah and an honest hin. I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt." 
The Bible also says: "Kings take pleasure in honest lips; they value the one who 
speaks what is right." 
 
So the Bible tells us that being honest is a good thing. The Bible isn't a rule book 
telling you how to behave - it's a guide that helps you live the best kind of life 
possible. 
 
 
 
 



So here's some good reasons not to steal: 
 
1. You won't get a criminal record. Did you know you can't go to the USA with a 

criminal record? Being honest saves you all the hassle of arrest, being charged 
or warned by the police. 
 

2. If you steal, you put up prices for everyone. People who nick things mean that 
everyone else has to pay for what has been stolen. This means higher prices for 
food, higher insurance prices and less money to spend on things we need as a 
country. If you want to help people, don't steal. 

 
3. There is something very rewarding about doing work and being paid for it. It's 

actually what God intended because it makes people better people and gives 
them value. 

 
4. The final reason is that you can't take money with you when you die! The Bible 

tells us that we shouldn't just think about ourselves and what we can get - but 
think about other people and how we can help them. The Bible says don't try to 
store up loads of riches where people can steal them or they'll just wear out. 
Instead, think about giving money. It's actually far more rewarding to give 
money - as we've seen from Undercover Boss! 


